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10th May, 1943. 

Reneated to United :.ingdom Delegation ‘lew York 
a 
Beirut 
Cairo 
Damascus 
Jedda 
Bi. 5.0. 
Jerusalem 

MOST Di RDIATE 

SECRET 

Addressed to Forei 





office tele ram No.s11 of May 10th 





repeated for ormation to United i om Delegation New 
York, Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, Jedda, B.ji,').C. and 
Jerusalem, 


Palestine truce. 
Your telegram No.3508 to Jedda, 


As neither Azzam or Teen iomean authorities were 
in possession of latest draft truce terms I gave them 
text in English which I had received from you. 


2. After he had studied text, Azzam came to see 
me and in our discussion seemed inclined in favour of 
acceptance. He had two doubts. First was about 
immigration to which he thought reference dangerously 
vague, second was about practical difficulty of giving 
effect to some of the provisions in the absence of a neutral 
executive force at the disposal of the Truce Commission, 
He fully appreciated the advantage to the .rabs of 
accepting when the Jews refused but he feared that if the 
Jews accepted too the physical di:ficulties on the Arab 
side of carrying out some of the provisions might enable 
the Jews to accuse the Arabs of being truce-breakers. 
He has now, proceeded to Damascus where a meeting of the 
Political Gommittee of the Arab League will be convened 
;, to discuss the proposals. 


i 5. This Born ng King Abdullah and the Prime 
Yanister of Trans-Jordan asked me to discuss draft which 
y had considered~overnight> They asked me to thank you 

fér your advice ani to tell you that it was received in 
the spirit which might be expected from the most modercte 
of the Arab States. To me they said they were impressed 
7 ractical difficulties of giving effect to some of the 

0 1igations which the agreement would impose on the Arabs. 


4, Both the King and the Prime !inister are 
anxious for a peaceful solution in Palestine ee 
in view of pressure which is being brought to bear on them 


/by other Arab States 


ae 


Amman telegram ‘lo.511 to .‘oreign (i ice 





by other irab 5tates_on the subject of the irab 
Legion, There is, I feel sure, no grounds for fear 
exoressed by the Lebanese -rine inister that the 

ing would do anything to prevent acce stance of truce by 
the Arab Legion. 


5. It was clear, however, that both were anxious 
to try ani retain freedom of-action-vis & vis the other 
Arab States by exploiting the fact that Trans-Jordanis | 
not a member of United Nations, Lhe Prime inister speaking 
on this subject after we had left the ing said that iP 

the Arab League refused the truce he did not want to be 
implicated inevitably in a war with the Jews and that if 

the Arab noe ecuen te the truce he did not wish the 

Arab Legion to be automatically debarred from being used 

for security purposes in Arab areas of .alestine. ie 

had thought of the secon point independently and I had 

not mentioned to him the pee of the eventuality 

in paragraph 4 of your te 4 No,553). Trans-Jordan 
delegate to the mecting in Damascus may therefore take up 

the attitude that formal decision of the League on this 
subject whatever it may be must be taken only by members 

who are also members of United Nations, In the event 
Trans-Jordan will no doubt contime to act in accordance 
with our wishes. 


Foreign Office please pass to United . ingdom Delegation 
and Jedda as my’telegrarms!los.58 and 06 respectively. 


[“epeated to United . ingdom Delegation New York and 
Jedda]. 


[Copies sent to ‘ecretary of State for the Colonies]. 
[Copy sent to liddle ‘ast Secretariat]. 
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secret Despatched M. 


adcressed to éuc ian telno. $0 of fro [4k 
repeateu for irforiiatior to U.]i.Del.Mew York. 


Cairo, Bajuac, Beirut, Daisocue, deuce, B-M-B-C.- 


Your telecran No.311 for May 10 : Palestine 
truce/- 

I appreciate Kirs Abcullah's desire not 
to be involvec ir war with the Jews as a result 
of Are? League decision to this effect. I 
also Seiebe urdersten. his wich: thet the Arab 
Lesior shoule te able io tune part in police 
21¢tion in Palestire even ir. the event of a truce, 
but I carrot believe that it is desirable for 
hii: to stana out &gainst a truce for thio reswvor. 
or to tise the pretext of noniuenbercauip of the 
Uritec Metions (mech ao I oyapatunise with nis 
Natural incliratior to turn to his own giver te ce 
repeated U.?. refusals to adiwit iin). I woulda 
hope that if a truce were concluded, weuns wijnt 
nevertieles. be found to irvite him to provide 
gat of nis Torces Tor the Laintenance of wecurity 
in Aral areas or to le jalise couch actior if it 


had tat.en place prior to the conelucior, of a truce, 


Article 1 of-the-sies peas Gems to provice 


@ 
amorturity for the Truce Coniftsector to autnorzse 
‘ ° : 1¢ Fee F ry 
the perPormignce of police funetion ca Article % 
4 
2 s 2 ; 3 
lis liow the Coaniisolicr to cAanction 





feli aad osht have beer waede between 
eevish ana Areb authorities for the mdntenaence 
of pwlic orcer. There would seem to ve 


nothir> necessarily to prevent the inclision 


in/ 


mye 4 jn” +t! 
Pu L.AOniT, o> tue 


~ 


Arab Lesion on police cuties iruiue Palestine. 


Article 2 woulc preswiably not be tanen to 


stena in the wer: of such action if this as 


agreec by botii Arvabeo und deWs anu by the Yruce 


Coiuiisoion. 2 
2 * You sholl@/p 


u Noints to Kin, 












While I fully apprecia 





Abcaullah and tell hia 


his Ppowition end the constructive and peaceable 
nature o7 lio intentions, I still feel that there 
yonlc be great political anc tactical acvuntage 


for the Arabs in expres.in; their acceptance of 


the truce ters. 


NLS payer 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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Addressed to Amman telegram No,570 of llth May, 


repeated for information to United Kingdom Delegation 
New York, Cairo, Bagdad, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, B.M,E.0. 


Your telegram No.31l [of May 10th: Palestine truce]. 


I appreciate King ‘bdullah's desire not to be 
involved war with the Jews as a result of Arab League 
decision to this effect. I also understand his wish that 
the Arab Legion should be able to take pee in police 
action in Palestine even in the event o 
cannot believe that it is desirable for him to stand out 
against a truce for this reason or to use the pretext of 
non-membership of the United Nations (much as pathise 
with his natural inclination to turn to his advantage 
repeated United Nations refusals to admit him). I would 
hope that if a truce were concluded, means might nevertheless 
be found to invite him to provide of his forces for 
the maintenance of security in Arab areas or to legalise 
such action if it had taken place prior to the cmclusion 
of a truce, It would not fall to us to interpret truce 
terms but Article 1 seems to provide opportunity for the 
Truce Commission to authorise the performance o lice 
functions, and Article 7 also seems to allow the Commission 
to sanction agreement which might have been made between 
Jewish and Arab authorities for the maintenance of public 
order, There would seem to be nothing necessarily to prevent 
the inclusion in some such arrangement of an agreement 
between the Arabs and Jews for functioning of the Arab 
Legion on police duties inside Palestine, Article 2 would 

esumably not be taken to stand in the way of such action 
f this was agreed by both Arabs and Jews and by the Truce 


Commission, 
Bowl if, ARAN Ue eee oe ST a 
e some or uli these s to 
Peli him’ that while I fully « presiate his osttion and the 
constructive and peaceable nature of his intentions, I still 


feel that there would be great political and tactical 
advantage for the Arabs in expressing their acceptance of 


the truce terms. 


